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TRUSTING GOD THROUGH FIRE

Fire often brings thoughts of warmth and comfort, but when tied to
God's presence, it also stirs awe and hesitation. Is His love a refining
force or one to keep at arm's length? The answer lies in
understanding that His fire doesn't destroy—it shapes. For those
ready to step closer to the forge, God's fire promises something
extraordinary: a life molded for His glory.

UNDERSTANDING GOD'S FIRE

God's fire is a holy process, a transformative power
that asks us to trust Him fully. But why fire? It is a
great visual that showcases both purification and
intimacy. We often see fire as something to be feared,
but in God's hands, it isn't about destruction. It's
about reshaping our lives into something
extraordinary, something refined.

Think about this: metallurgists use extreme heat to
purify precious metals. Similarly, God uses trials and
hardships to refine the soul. His fire is personal. It's
targeted. It shapes us into who He designed us to be,
much like how a sculptor gently chisels away what
doesn't belong to reveal the masterpiece within.

s S | WHY 60D ALLOWS FIRE

So, why would a loving God allow fiery trials? The
answer is love itself. These experiences burn away

o~ ‘Q.: what doesn’t belong — pride, selfishness, fear — and
they reveal what is stronger, purer, and more
enduring.

Trials may feel overwhelming, but they are never
purposeless. God wastes nothing and uses every
challenge to prepare us for something greater. To dive
deeper into this idea,explore the spiritual insights in
"Forged By Fire".

The fire of God isn't a foe. It's a friend, a necessary
Sl . forge to bring out your best self.

BREAKING MYTHS ABOUT GOD'S LOVE

-I Myth: God's Love is Conditional
Many believe God's love depends on their actions, achievements, or perfection.
But Scripture reminds us otherwise: "God demonstrates His love for us in this:
While we were still sinners, Christ died for us" (Romans 5:8). His love does not
hinge on your performance; it's rooted in His unchanging character. God loves
fully, freely, and without pretense.

2 Myth: Hardship Equals Punishment
When trials come, it's tempting to see them as signs of God'’s displeasure. But
hardships aren't punishments—they're opportunities for growth. They're not
meant to harm but to reveal what's deeper and stronger within us. Hebrews 12:6
tells us “For the Lord disciplines those He loves.” If this is a struggle you've faced,
you'll find encouragement in How God Equips You Through His Love.

CHOOSING TRUST OVER FEAR

How can you overcome fear and embrace trust?

¢ Acknowledge How You Feel: Honest
conversations with God are the foundation of
trust. Share your fears and invite Him to lead you
through them.

¢ Remember Who He Is: Reflect on moments when
He met you in your need. This builds confidence
that He's working even now.

If you're struggling to see His hand in your situation,
take comfort in knowing God wastes nothing—your
story has purpose. Dive deeper into how this truth
plays out inCan You Know God Is Trustworthy?.

PRACTICAL STEPS TO EMBRACE AND
TRUST GOD'S REFINING LOVE

1 Daily Surrender Through Prayer

By choosing to open your heart through daily prayer, you invite God's
guidance into your situation. Think of prayer as a bridge, connecting
your struggles to God's solutions. “Cast all your anxiety on Him
because He cares for you” (1 Peter 5:7), reminds us that God cares
deeply about our burdens. When the weight feels unbearable, prayer
can be your refuge and reset.

2 Strengthening Faith with Scripture

God's Word is the ultimate guide for navigating life's difficulties.
Meditating on Scripture equips your soul with reassurance and clarity,
particularly verses that highlight trials and God's love. Carve out time
each day to engage with the Bible. Write down verses that speak
directly to your struggles, and revisit them often.

3 Surrounding Yourself with Community

Surrounding yourself with believers provides strength and
accountability during difficult seasons. A community offers prayer,
wisdom, and encouragement as they walk alongside you, reminding
you that you're not alone. Perhaps consider joining a small group or
church gathering. If you're unsure where to start, this resource from
the Billy Graham Evangelistic Association can help you locate a
church in your area.

FORGED BY FIRE

The book Forged by Fire shows how God's refining
love reshapes us for His purposes. It's not just about
surviving life's trials—it's about thriving through them
and coming out changed for the better.

When we embrace a lifestyle anchored in trust, we get
to experience life as a Kingdom Laborer—trusting that
God's plans are better than ours—trusting that the fire
of trials won't destroy us but will mold us into exactly
who He created us to be—and trusting that every
hardship can point others to His glory when we live
with purpose.

His love doesn't consume—it crafts, refines,
and shapes us into vessels of His glory.
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