WHAT IS CHRISTIAN APOLOGETICS?

by Holly Roe

Most of us have been caught off guard by a hard question about our faith and wished
afterward that we'd had a better answer ready. That's exactly what apologetics is for:
having a reasoned defense for what you believe. The word comes from the Greek
apologia, "to give a defense," and it's a practice used across many fields—law,
philosophy, science, history—wherever someone makes a careful case for what's true.

The Bible teaches that every believer should be a Christian
apologist (1 Peter 3:15). And we can't leave out what Peter says
next: do it "with gentleness and respect." Apologetics is not a
tool for winning arguments; it's a way to defend the truth with
the goal of winning the person in front of us to Christ. The
person asking questions is never our enemy. The evil one is.

As we point people to Jesus, we're meant to display the fruit of
the Spirit that lives in us: "love, joy, peace, patience, kindness,
goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control" (Galatians
5:22-23). Christian apologetics helps us become skilled at
recognizing what a particular person will understand best,
then using it to speak to their heart.

The heart of Christian apologetics is for everyday followers of
Jesus. Jesus modeled this. He engaged regular people with
guestions, answered critics, taught in parables, and met people
where they were, giving answers the everyday person could
understand. Christian apologetics isn't about being a polished
debater—though some are. A skilled apologist is simply
someone exercising the practice of being a faithful witness.
We should be glad when someone wants to ask about our faith
and even examine it closely, because that's the very path many
people walk on their way to faith in Christ.

Here's what's easy to forget: apologetics doesn't save anyone.
We don't argue people into the Kingdom. Our job is to clear
away the intellectual stumbling blocks in the road, brick by
brick—it's the Holy Spirit who does the saving work in a
person's heart. We remove the obstacle so the person can
finally see Jesus on the other side of the wall.

Our approach matters. We don't attack the sheep outside the
fold. Just as Christ left the 99 to rescue the one, we use
apologetics to communicate truth in a loving way and help
rescue whoever we encounter. We simply see them, stop, and
spend time with them long enough to point them to the true
Shepherd—the one they cry out to as He lifts them out of the
ditch, cleans them off, gives them a name, and brings them
into the fold.

Apologetics gives ordinary believers a way to step into the
questions our culture is already asking. You probably recognize
the most common ones:

- Does God exist?

- Can we trust the Bible?

- Why would a good God allow suffering?

- Can we really trust the resurrection accounts?

- What about those who have never heard the Gospel?

A quick example of how apologetics works: if someone asks
how we know the Bible is reliable, it wouldn't help to answer
"because the Bible says so." That's circular reasoning, and it
tends to discredit us with someone who doesn't yet believe the
Bible is true. Good apologetics meets a real question with a real
answer, honestly and humbly.
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